THE     MEDICI

violent passion for the Princess of Conde, he poured forth
the most extravagant sentiments to her in letters written in
his blood, 7* but on hearing of her sudden death, he showed
his grief by wearing little silver death's heads all over his
dress, even on his shoe ribbons, and after a week appeared
completely to forget her, and became entirely occupied in
making proposals of marriage to a young lady, Louise de
Vaudemont, whom he had chanced to see a month or two
before at Nancy. Meanwhile, he went off to Avignon, and
while there joined "the flagellants"; ~5 and insisted on the
ladies of the court, and even his mother, doing so also. His
follies and extravagant vagaries were innumerable, each more
fantastic than the last. His mother idolised him; she could
refuse him nothing; and those who have held that Catherine
ds' Medici was without the softer feelings natural to a woman
have only to study the expressions in her letters wherever the
name of her son Henry occurs to discover that this view is
far from the truth.

We have a somewhat touching glimpse of Catherine at this
period in connection with a visit which, whib staying at
Lyons, she paid to the studio of the painter Corneilb de Lyon.
There, looking round the pictures on the walls, she saw CMC
of herself as she had been about five-and-twenty years before,
"attired in the French mode, with a little cap edged with
pearls, and a dress having large sleeves of silver tissue, lined
with lynx." After gazing at it sadly for a few moments, re-
railing as it did Ihe memories of the years of her long trial,
in the days of Diane de Poicliers, she turned to the Due de
Nemours and said: "Cousin, you remember well the time
and fashion of this picture; and you can say, better than
any of those around us, if I was once as I am painted here."

Henry III was crowned at Rheims on the i3th February
V57S, and two days afterwards married Louise de Vaude-
mont. Her father was the Count de Vaudemont, and it speaks
well for Henry, as a counterpoise to his many follies, that he